152                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

know what tlie words were; but at present let us
think of the words.

The Greeks have left us a word which was used
by the magicians of antiquity among them, upon
these and many more such occasions. This is that
famous trine, or triangular word called Abracadabra.,
which, drawn out in its equilateral sides, stands
thus:
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There is abundance of learned puzzle among the
ancients to find out the signification of this word ;
the subtle position of the letters gave a kind of
reverence to them, because they read it as it were
every way, upwards and downwards, backwards and
forwards, and many will have it still that the Devi!
put them together; nay, they began at last to think
it was old Legion's surname, and whenever he was
called by that name, he used to come very readily;
for which reason the old women in their chimney-
corners would be horribly afraid of saying it often
over together, for if they should say it a certain
number, of times, they had a notion it would cer-
tainly raise the Devil.

They say, on the contrary, that it was invented
by one Basilides, a learned Greek, that it contained
the great and awful name of the Divinity3 and that